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The SBMA Anti-Smoke Belching Program 
 
 
To develop a program for anti-smoke belching campaign in the Subic Bay Freeport 
consistent with the provisions of R.A. 8749, also known as the Philippine Clean Air Act 
of 1999. 
 
 
I. Background and Rationale  
 
The present air pollution concentration levels in the Freeport are well-within standards. 
However, rapid industrial development in the area threatens its clean environment.   
Mobile sources, i.e. motor vehicles, are the main generators of smoke emissions in the 
Freeport, accounting for almost 61% of the total air pollution concentration levels.    
 
Vehicular traffic density in the Freeport is expected to grow with industrial development. 
Records show that in 2005 there were 7,032 MVRO-registered (Motor Vehicle 
Registration Office) vehicles plying the Freeport’s road compared to 6,054 vehicles in 
2004.  These figures do not include visitors’ vehicles and those vehicles in transit to 
Olongapo, Zambales, Bataan and other areas. 
 
It is important that the emission levels within the Freeport are kept within the emission 
standards to protect the health of the people and the environment. 
 
II. Goal  
 
To maintain the Subic Bay Freeport free from air pollution. 
 
III. Objectives   
 
Through awareness campaign and education, institution building and enforcement, 
Ecology Center will endeavor to: 
 

1. sustain government initiatives to implement the provisions of R.A. 8749, 
otherwise known as the Clean Air Act of 1999. 

 
2. control smoke-belching motor vehicles in the Freeport.   

 
3. promote stakeholders’ participation in prevention, control and abatement of air 

pollution from motor vehicles. 
 
IV. Strategies    
 
For effective pollution management and control, the following strategies and activities 
will be implemented: 
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A. Information, Education and Communication (IEC) 
 
An effective and well-coordinated information, education and communication (IEC) 
program will be developed for stakeholders in the Freeport.  The campaign will inculcate 
environmental awareness and culture of voluntary compliance with environmental 
regulations among motorists. Through an effective IEC, stakeholders will appreciate why 
and how environmental regulations should be complied with. 
 
A continuing public information campaign will be conducted by the Ecology Center and 
concerned SBMA departments.  This will include the following: 
 

a) Promotion of the proper maintenance and operation of vehicles by their 
owners and/or operators, in accordance with the recommendations of the 
manufacturer; 

b) Promotion of the pristine environment of the Freeport.  
 
Different communication methods will be used in educating and raising environmental 
awareness among various groups in the Freeport.  These may be in electronic or printed 
form such as billboards, newsletters, powerpoint presentations, videos, fact sheets, 
briefing kits, flyers, and leaflets.  Eco-report, the official publication of SBMA on 
environment will be distributed quarterly to all sectors in the Freeport. 
 
B.  Random Vehicle Emission Testing 
 
Random vehicle emission testing will be undertaken by the Ecology Center (EC) together 
with the Transportation and Maintenance Department (TMD) and the Law Enforcement 
Department (LED) representatives.   Together, they will be called the Anti-Smoke 
Belching Team (ASB Team) and will be composed of 6 members (2 from EC, 2 from 
TMD, and 2 from LED). 
 
The random roadside inspection (RRI) will be undertaken on motor vehicles with visible 
emission.  The ASB Team will use a portable emission test equipment for this purpose. 
The inspection is applicable to gasoline- and diesel-powered vehicles, both SBMA and 
non-SBMA.  
 
Listed below are locations of the monitoring stations which will be randomly selected for 
on-the spot roadside emission testing of vehicles. These are general locations; specific 
areas will vary to mislead escaping smoke belchers. 
 

1. Tipo Expressway   5.  Argonaut Highway 
2.  Maritan Highway  6.  Rizal Highway 
3.  Cubi Housing   7.  Corregidor Highway 
4.  Binictican Housing  8.  Kalayaan Housing 
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C) Mandatory Vehicle Emission Testing 
 
Mandatory vehicle emission testing shall be conducted on all vehicles utilized by SBFZ 
locators and service contractors.  They shall submit their vehicle to the Ecology Center 
for emission test prior to recommendation for approval of their Certificate of Registration 
and Tax Exemption.  A valid emission test result from certified test centers may be 
submitted for emission test exemption. 
  
D)  Institutional Capacity Building 
 
The implementation of the Anti-Smoke Belching Program and the conduct of effective 
IEC in the Freeport will be dependent on the capability of SBMA through the EC, TMD,  
and the LED to undertake the aforementioned activities. Building up capabilities of these 
departments on resource conservation, environmental education, communication, and 
specialized technical skills means the provision of sufficient manpower, material and 
financial resources to the Ecology Center and LED.  
 
These could be achieved through:  
 

1) Establishment of a distinct Anti-Smoke Belching Team in the Freeport;  
2) Provision of training to EC, TMD, and LED personnel on the above-

mentioned areas; and 
3) Allocation of sufficient financial support for the program by the SBMA 

management. 
 
V. Duties and Responsibilities 

A. Ecology Center: 

a) Adopt emission standards set by the DENR; 
b) Provide equipment and technical manpower; 
c) Establish a cooperative effort with concerned agencies to effectively 

implement the program; 
d) Require locators and service contractors to secure clearance from the EC for 

their vehicles to comply with emission regulations and the provisions of the 
Clean Air Act; and 

e) Disseminate information and conduct educational awareness campaigns on the 
effects of air pollution from motor vehicles on health and the environment, 
with particular emphasis to the concerns on climate change 

 
B. Law Enforcement Department: 

 
a) Assist the Ecology Center in randomly checking motor vehicles for smoke 

belching; 
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b) Disseminate information and conduct educational awareness campaigns on the 
effects of air pollution from motor vehicles on health and the environment, 
with particular emphasis to the concerns on climate change; 

c) Apprehend motorists in heavy smoke-belching vehicles; and 
d) Provide manpower to assist in the Program. 

 
C. Transportation Department: 

a) Conduct regular maintenance on all SBMA vehicles  
b) Test and repair SBMA vehicles which failed to meet emission standards; 
c) Provide manpower to assist in the Program. 

 
D. All other SBMA Departments: 
 

Other SBMA departments shall share the responsibility in reporting smoke 
belchers to the Ecology Center or the Law Enforcement Department within the 
territorial jurisdiction of SBMA.  They shall also be responsible in ensuring that 
their government-issued vehicles are regularly maintained. 

 
VI. Apprehension of smoke-belching vehicles, regardless whether they are of 
SBMA/FSC, Service Contractors, SBF Locators, SBF Residents and Visitors 
Operating within Subic Bay Freeport Zone (SBFZ) 
 
The ASB Team will stay in any of the eight monitoring stations twice a week and observe 
incoming vehicles.  If they see any motor vehicle emitting smoke, they will:  

 
a) Flag down the vehicle taking into account the established apprehension 

procedures and traffic conditions;  
b) Advice the driver to submit the vehicle for smoke emission test and remind 

him of policy on smoke belchers; 
c) Upon finding prima facie evidence of violation; issue traffic violation ticket to 

the driver (penalties shown below); 
d) Escort the vehicle outside the SBFZ or have it towed by an SBMA-accredited 

towing company at the motorist’s expense. 
 

VII. Penalties for motorists with smoke-belching vehicles are as follows: 
 
A.  For service contractors, SBFZ locators, SBFZ residents and visitors vehicles 
 operating within Subic Bay Freeport Zone (SBFZ): 

 
• First Offense  Php1,500.00 
• Second Offense  Php3,000.00 (and, in case of service   

    contractors, suspension of accreditation until 
    such time as there shall be compliance with  
    the requirements of this Rules) 

• Third Offense  Permanent ban of the vehicle from SBFZ 
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B. For SBMA Vehicles: 
 

• First Offense  Written Warning (on the driver and the  
department manager from the Senior Deputy 
Administrator for Operations) 

• Second Offense  Grounding of the vehicle until such time as  
    there shall be compliance with the   
    requirements of this Rules 

 
 
VII. PROPOSED BUDGET 
 
 

Item Amount, Php 
Training (Resource Speakers & Snacks) 30,000 
IEC Materials 25,000 
Billboards/Signages 50,000 
Calibration & Maintenance of Test 
Equipment 

50,000 

Total 155,000 
 
 
VIII. ACTION PLAN 
 
 

Timeframe  Activity 
1st qtr Finalize program guidelines  
1st qtr Submit to concerned departments for review  
1st qtr Set up meeting with TMD, LED to discuss and agree with the 

strategies and mechanics of the program 
 Prepare for Mancom presentation 
1st qtr Prepare for public hearing 
1st qtr Prepare and calibrate emission analyzer  
1st qtr Enlist a specialist to provide hands on training for ASB Team 
1st qtr Request technical training on Clean Air Act and emission 

standards and the DENR Test Procedure on Apprehension 
1st qtr Facilitate request to construct and install signboards 
1st qtr Prepare and distribute flyers 
1st qtr Test all SBMA vehicles 
1st qtr Provide report to management 
1st qtr and onwards Conduct regular roadside apprehension 
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